
Minutes of the HCV Joint Committee meeting held onThursday 24th April, 2019 at 
7.30pm at The Glebe, Sutton. 

 
 
 
Present:      
 
Owen Mc Laughlin (OM) - Secretary 
Brian Burpitt (BB)  - Chairman 
Andy Bush (AB)  - Hilton HAT 
Neil Harris (NH)  - Willingham PC 
Alan James (AJ)  - Haddenham 
Jeff Nichols (JN)  - Earith PC 
Harvey Upton (HU)  - Wilburton PC 
Margaret Lumb (ML)  - St. Ives RSC 
Kathy Searle (KS)  - Bluntisham PC 
Penny Mayo (PM)  - Sutton PC 
Laura Chorlton (LC)  - Hilton PC 
 
Welcomes and Apologies 
 
Apologies were received from Pauline Wilson, Gareth Wilson, Margaret Shardlow, Christine 
Ward, Charlie Gienke, Wendy Oldfield. 
Mark Inskip and Lorna Dupre may come later if earlier meetings allow. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting held on February 28th, 2019 
 
Corrections: 
 
ML: Both ML and KS had been waiting in Bluntisham Village Hall for the last meeting when it 
was actually taking place in Sutton. This was rather annoying. 
OM apologised for the mix up which resulted from information being sent to ML’s old email 
address. 
 
BB:  The upgrade to the Black Cat roundabout had been quoted as costing £1m whereas it 
would be many times that figure. 
 
NH:  The proposed RSPB development on the B1050 was not a visitor centre but just a car 
park. Willingham PC had objected to the increase in traffic which would result. 
 
AJ:  The lady he was supposed to contact re: the Earith Demo was Katie Prickett, not Trickett.  
 
 
Review of outstanding Actions 

 

Action Description By 

   

1 Respond to recent submissions from Willow Hall Farm AJ 

2 Send spreadsheets with monitoring locations to Andy 

Preston 

BB/OM 

3 Send Motorway standards document to AB AJ 

4 Investigate options for setting up Community Interest Group WO/GW 

 

 
Actions 1 and 2 had been completed. 
AJ said he would send the standards document to AB asap. 
WO has emailed an update on action 4. 
 



1. Willow Hall Farm planning application 
 
Update on Planning 
 
The HCV group made another submission regarding Willow Hall Farm on April 10th. The 
document will be circulated with the minutes. Thanks to excellent detective work by Wendy we 
obtained a copy of a letter from the Secretary of State from March 1989 explaining the reasons 
behind the rejection of an appeal from Tarmac against the refusal of planning permission for 
quarrying at Willingham. The reasons given were very explicit in stating that the increase of 90 
HGV movements per day along the B1050 and A1123 was unacceptable due to the adverse 
environmental impact on villages such as Earith, Haddenham and Wilburton. This is particularly 
significant since the number of HGV movements is exactly the same as the number quoted in 
the Willow Hall Farm application. 
 
The submission also made the point that the volume of traffic had increased almost threefold 
since 1989 and that HGVs had become significantly larger. Finally, recent scientific research 
has shown that the health impacts from air pollution and noise created by traffic are much worse 
than was realised thirty years ago.  
 
NH said he had also raised the HCV issue with South Cambs who were not formally consulted 
on the application. 
JN said that the application is unlikely to be considered by CCC until June or July. 
 
 
2.       Cambs Minerals & Waste Consultation 
 
The further consultation draft of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste 
Local Plan is out for consultation with the deadline for comment being May 9th 2019. 

AJ thought that it was a quite a well thought out document and all the mineral extraction is 
based on the expansion of existing sites. There is a policy about agricultural reservoirs which is 
largely unchanged. There are no new sites earmarked for extraction. Slightly worrying is the 
acceptance of energy from waste plants. But the restriction on waste coming in from outside the 
county is welcome. No apparent statement on incineration either. 

OM said that the proposals on routing had been watered down from the 2018 version. Policy 25 
on Traffic Management stated: 
 
Mineral and waste management development will only be permitted where: 
 
a. it is demonstrated that opportunities for the use of alternative methods of transport have 
been evaluated and the most appropriate pursued; 
 
b. access and the highway network serving the site are suitable or could be made suitable 
and able to accommodate any increase in traffic and / or the nature of the traffic associated 
with the development; 
 
c. any associated increase in traffic or highway improvements would not cause unacceptable 
harm to the environment, road safety or residential amenity; and 
 
d. binding agreements covering lorry backloading, routing arrangements and Heavy Commercial 
Vehicle (HCV) signage for mineral and waste traffic are agreed. 
 
A number of objections, presumably from hauliers,  to the Traffic Management Policy were 
received and it was redrafted as Policy 23 in the new document. 
 
Mineral and waste management development will only be permitted if: 
 
a. appropriate opportunities to promote sustainable transport modes can be, or have been, 



taken up, to the degree reasonably available given the type of development and its location; 
 
b. safe and suitable access to the site can be achieved for all users of the subsequent 
development; 
 
c. any significant impacts from the development on the transport network (in terms of capacity 
and congestion), or on highway safety, can be cost effectively mitigated to an acceptable 
degree; 
 
d. any associated increase in traffic or highway improvements would not cause unacceptable 
harm to the environment, road safety or residential amenity, and would not cause severe 
residual cumulative impacts on the road network; and 
 
e. binding agreements covering lorry backloading, routing arrangements and/or Heavy 
Commercial Vehicle (HCV) signage for mineral and waste traffic are agreed, if any such 
agreements are necessary and reasonable to make a development acceptable. 
 
It is clear that a number of conditions have been watered down in the new draft, in particular the 
need for binding agreements for routing. The wording of the policy on reservoirs and incidental 
mineral extraction has also been changed to demonstrate a more ‘positively prepared’ approach 
whatever that means. 
 
KS said that routing was already in place for the existing quarries. Also, the Whitebridge Corner 
application involving mineral extraction was thrown out because of its proximity to the Travellers 
site.  
 
OM wondered about the future output of the Needingworth quarry which has the second biggest 
reserves after Block Fen. ML said that Hansons will just extend the workings up to the B1050 
but nothing else will change. NH added that they cannot use the B1050 for moving material. KS 
said that there is a natural limit on the number of HCV loads that can be despatched per hour 
because it is restricted by the loading process. 
 
AJ added that there is a world shortage of sand and gravel and the plan should really be 
seeking to minimise extraction.  
 
Action: Submit HCV response to draft MWLP by May 9th.  
 
3.       Environmental monitoring 

 
NO2  & Noise monitoring 
 
NO2 monitoring is continuing at a number of locations including Earith, Haddenham, Wilburton 
and Willingham. Readings are very high in Wilburton and on the A1123 near Morrisons.  
AJ said that NO2 has serious health effects and is equal to particulates in terms of damage 
caused. 
AB added that diesel filtering can increase problems with NO2 while lowering PM levels. 
 
Noise is also a problem. We can hire the noise meter for additional testing if necessary. 
HU said that Wilburton would contribute to any testing expenses. Surveys in Wilburton show 
that 70 to 80% of traffic comes from the north.  
LC said that Hilton also have a problem with traffic noise.  
AB added that we could perhaps buy our own testing kit if we became a CIC. 
 
AJ thought that the area is too open to speculative development that increases traffic and 
pollution. Planning policies need to change so that employment is brought back to villages.  
 
 
 
 
SmartCitizen Kit Purchase 



 
OM reported that the delivery of the 3 SmartCitizen monitoring devices had been further 
delayed. An email received on April 13th said that units would not be sent out for a further 2 
weeks. The reason for the delay was said to be due to a firmware upgrade. This is very 
disappointing because we really need something to give indicative levels for PM2.5 and PM10. 
 

 
4.     Updating the 2012 Cost/Benefit Report 

 
The data collected for the 2012 report is now a little old and there is more information available 
on the health effects of pollution and its cost to society.  A refreshed cost/benefit analysis would 
almost certainly make the case even more strongly for tighter traffic control. 
 
Some things will certainly have changed. Due to the increase in HCVs in the villages since 
2012, noise and vibration are almost certainly worse. NO2 levels may have fallen, as we have 
discovered with our own testing, probably due to the fall in background levels resulting from the 
phasing out of coal-fired power stations.  
 
Pollutant Equipment Cost 
   

NO2 Nitrogen Dioxide 

tubes 
Pack of 10 tubes inclusive of analysis and results report £90 plus 

£18 VAT.  (Current price) 
Noise Rion Noise Meter £120 per week for hire of the noise meter, including preparation 

of the data into the graphics, plus £24 VAT. (Current price.  May 

need extra for full technical write up) 
Vibration Profound Vibra  

Vibration Meter 
£300 per week for hire of the meter, excluding preparation of data 

and write up, plus £60 VAT.  (Price from 2012. Current price not 

known). 
Airborne Dust Dust Concentration 

Monitoring & 

Sample Collection 

24-hour sample collection £30, plus £6 VAT. (Price from 2012. 

Current price not known.  The equipment used is designed for 

Occupational Health Personal Sample Monitoring, carried around 

by an individual for their working day, hence the maximum 24 

hour sample time.) 
Particulate 

Matter (PM) 

Particle Size 

Analysis 
£186  per dust sample using Coulter particle size distribution 

analyser, excluding £37.20 VAT. (Price from 2013. Current price 

not known.) 
 
Measuring NO2 and noise can be done relatively cheaply. Vibration is more expensive to 
measure and there are no standards that can be used to equate specific vibration levels with 
harm to people or structures. To get PM levels the way we did it in 2012 required a two step 
process which involved collecting airborne dust at the roadside and then sending this off for size 
analysis. Perhaps we should do some more vibration testing again as well 
 
AJ said that we already have a lot of data for NO2. We should keep the testing going 
continuously for a year at sites if possible so we have 12 months worth of data.  
 
(All NO2  results at Appendix A) 
 
. NH said that Willingham also have NO2 data.  
 
5. Future Status of the HCV Group 
 
WO is looking into the options here and has emailed the following information: 
 

Setting up a Charitable Incorporated Organisations (CIOs) brief info about this 

from  Southwark https://communitysouthwark.org/sites/default/files/images/Charitable%20Inc

orporated%20Organisations%20-%20CIOs.pdf 



I want to know the name we are calling ourselves, 3 trustees, 3 signatories with a minimum of 2  

to sign cheques, reg address, then I can start to set it up.  More information on trustees can be 

found on https://www.gov.uk/guidance/safeguarding-duties-for-charity-trustees 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-essential-trustee-what-you-need-to-know-

cc3?step-by-step-nav=3dd66b86-ce29-4f31-bfa2-a5a18b877f11 

 
KS thought that Cambridgeshire ACRE might be able to help or advise. JN said that Earith PC 
are members. Worth investigating this further. 
 
Further investigation and discussion at the next meeting. 
 
6. Environmental Protection UK 
 
The HCV group had been alerted to an organisation called Environmental Protection UK, 
membership of which might have advantages. The benefits are; 
 

• A collective voice to Government, lobbying on environmental protection issues 

particularly where these affect local authorities as regulators 

• Access to the three National Policy Committees for air, noise and land either as 

representatives or through briefings of matters discussed. DEFRA/EA Officials are 

represented. 

• Online access to and a paper copy of Essential Environment, a Comprehensive Guide 

to Environmental Protection. Included in some membership packages. 

• Discounted delegate fees for the Annual Conference and Regional seminars, many of 

which are offered free to EPUK Members. 

• Access to technical information via the website at environmental-protection.org.uk 

• Use of EPUK’s public information leaflets on a variety of key environmental topics 

• Communications with news of technical and policy developments. 

• Networking with environmental protection professionals in both the public and 

private sectors and links into the European Federation of Clean Air and Environmental 

Protection Associations (EFCA), the Land Forum and the International Union of Air 

Pollution Prevention and Environmental Protection Associations (IUAPPA). 

• Training/Awareness raising opportunities on environmental protection issues with 

CPD entitlement. Recent events held regionally covered brownfield planning, updates 

on noise assessments using BS4142:2015, assessment of gas-contaminated land and 

asbestos. 
 
Membership is open to groups and individuals. Costs range from £450pa for large organisations 
and institutions down to £66pa for individual membership, but there is no obvious membership 
category that HCV fits in to.  
 
AJ said that CPRE can offer similar facilities and it is possible that the HCV Group could join. He 
will check the details. 
 
 
7. AOB 
 
TRO Progress: 
 
AJ said that the zoning for the TRO is a problem. One large zone will cost more and Andy 
Preston was dubious about the prospects. His advice was to go for a number of smaller 
strategically placed zones. We need to get the map out and see if this is possible.  
JN suggested we should wait until we are a CIC and can apply for funding. Parish Councils 
have no money at the moment. 
BB wondered if the PCs could apply for cash from the A14 fund. 



LC did not think that the TRO project would satisfy the A14 fund’s application criteria. 
 
Hilton Lorry Watch: 
 
AB reported that a group has been set up in Hilton to monitor HCV traffic and in particular to 
identify heavy vehicles that are flouting the night time ban.  They currently have 10 volunteers. 
LC added that Hilton PCV will write to hauliers that are infringing the TRO. 
 
 
8.  Next Meeting Date:   July 10th at Bluntisham Village Hall 
 
 
 



Appendix A – NO2 Results 

        
Nitrogen Dioxide Diffusive Sampling Tube 

Results              

Reference  Location of Sampling Tube  Exposure  Dates & Times      

Number   Initial   Final   Hours  N02  

        μg/m3 

Bluntisham        

1140429 A1123 Bluntisham next to J&P 

Auto, Light L4HBD 

13/06/2018 
 

18/07/2018 
 

831.87 13.60 

1201054 The Forge Lamp Post A1123 07/08/2018 
 

04/09/2018 
 

666.43 16.93 

1242100 Next To J+P Auto, Light L4HBD 

Bluntisham 

08/10/2018 
 

06/11/2018 
 

692.65 15.24 

          

Earith          

530031 87 High Street  19/02/2012  18/03/2012  674.00 34.58 

1315600 Opp. 89 High St Earith 07/02/2019 
 

04/03/2019 
 

694.23 28.46 

1023981 

75 High Street Earith (Corner 

Cottage) 24/09/2017  22/10/2017  667.58 29.31 

1023982 

The Old Kiln House, High Street, 

Earith 24/09/2017  22/10/2017  668.87 24.41 

1023983 Earith School, Earith 24/09/2017  22/10/2017  667.58 14.21 

1201053 B1050 - A1123 George Corner 

Junction Lamp Post 

07/08/2018 
 

04/09/2018 
 

666.18 24.16 

1315603 Corner of No - 5 George Corner 07/02/2019 
 

04/03/2019 
 

598.32 34.20 

530396 50 High Street  19/02/2012  18/03/2012  673.70 32.02 

1023980 50 High Street, Earith (Woodlands) 24/09/2017  22/10/2017  667.67 30.43 

1140430 Earith High St nr Woodlands 

Beacon Z2HFC Post Zebra Crossing 

13/06/2018 
 

18/07/2018 
 

831.83 25.67 

1201052 Woodlands Lamp Post Earith High 

St On Beacon 

07/08/2018 
 

04/09/2018 
 

666.08 29.99 

1201051 Woodlands Lamp post Earith High 

Street on Beacon 

04/09/2018 
 

08/10/2018 
 

816.60 24.57 

1242101 Woodlands Lamp Post Earith High 

St On Beacon Z2HFC 

08/10/2018 
 

06/11/2018 
 

693.65 32.13 

1242099 Woodlands Lamp Post Earith High 

St On Beacon Z2HFC 

06/11/2018 
 

04/12/2018 
 

671.15 27.35 

1278336 Woodlands Lamp Post Earith High 

St On Beacon Z2HFC 

07/01/2019 
 

07/02/2019 
 

747.55 35.76 

1315604 Lamp Post On Beacon Woodlands, 

Earith High St 

07/02/2019 

 

04/03/2019 

 

598.32 43.55 

1315601 Lamp Post On Beacon Woodlands, 
Earith High St 

04/03/2019 
 

02/04/2019 
 

694.15 28.52 

  
      

  

          

Haddenham         

530548 34 Station Road  10/03/2012  07/04/2012  674.40 31.75 

530393 The Green, Haddenham 10/03/2012  07/04/2012  674.30 37.42 



1023974 The Green Haddenham 24/09/2017  22/10/2017  668.38 28.32 

1023975 

Hoprow Haddenham (outside 

Hobbit House) 24/09/2017  22/10/2017  668.43 19.11 

1023978 34 Station Road Haddenham 24/09/2017  22/10/2017  667.87 23.76 

1023979 Parkes Farm Aldreth 24/09/2017  22/10/2017  667.95 11.55 

1288014 L8E1TY The Green, Haddenham 03/02/2019  03/03/2019  670.07 34.37 

          

Needingworth        

1134887 Island With Give Way Sign No.20 

Junction A1123 + Needingworth 

H/S Nr Hansons 

15/04/2018 
 

14/05/2018 
 

698.68 17.23 

1140428 Island With Give Way Sign No.20 

Junction A1123 + Needingworth 

H/S Nr Hansons 

13/06/2018 
 

18/07/2018 
 

831.80 14.41 

          

St Ives         

1134888 Opposite Entrance to Morrisons 

Near Lynx - LC7 Lamp Post 

15/04/2018 
 

14/05/2018 
 

698.57 39.55 

1201055 Opposite Entrance to Morrisons 

Near Lynx - LC7 Lamp Post 

07/08/2018 
 

04/09/2018 
 

666.60 36.99 

1201050 Opposite Entrance to Morrisons 

Near Lynx - LC7 Lamp Post 

04/09/2018 
 

08/10/2018 
 

816.52 33.42 

1242102 Opposite Morrisons Nr Linx LC7 

Lamp Post 

08/10/2018 
 

06/11/2018 
 

693.63 33.62 

1134889 Nursery Garden Lamp Post LIG10 15/04/2018 
 

14/05/2018 
 

698.55 18.99 

1134890 Entrance to Co-op on Marley Road, 

Lamp Post L9GFX 

15/04/2018 
 

14/05/2018 
 

698.42 17.16 

1278338 Opposite Morrisons Nr Linx LC7 

Lamp Post 

04/12/2018 
 

07/01/2019 
 

817.45 43.58 

1278337 Opposite Morrisons Nr Linx LC7 

Lamp Post 

07/01/2019 
 

07/02/2019 
 

747.70 38.02 

1315605 Opposite Morrisons Nr Linx LC7 
Lamp Post 

07/02/2019 
 

04/03/2019 
 

598.22 53.89 

1315602 Opposite Morrisons Nr Linx LC7 
Lamp Post 

04/03/2019 
 

02/04/2019 
 

695.13 40.12 

           

Wilburton         

529961 65 High Street  10/03/2012  07/04/2012  674.60 28.60 

530416 Post Office, High Street  10/03/2012  07/04/2012  674.40 33.46 

1023976 1A High Street Wilburton 24/09/2017  22/10/2017  668.35 22.48 

1023977 Post Office Wilburton 24/09/2017  22/10/2017  668.33 28.65 

1278334 Post Office Wilburton 11/12/2018  06/01/2019  625.08 33.81 

1288005 L18E1X - Church, Wilburton 06/01/2019  03/02/2019  671.18 29.42 

1288006 Post Office, Wilburton 06/01/2019  03/02/2019  671.50 30.86 

1288007 L5E1X - High St, Wilburton 06/01/2019  03/02/2019  671.48 19.06 

1288008 Twenty Pence Rd, Wilburton 06/01/2019  03/02/2019  671.47 28.18 

1288009 L18E1X - Church Wilburton 03/02/2019  03/03/2019  672.15 29.91 



1288010 Lampost L22E1X - Wilburton 03/02/2019  03/03/2019  671.88 28.59 

1288011 Post Office, Wilburton 03/02/2019  03/03/2019  671.87 39.40 

1288012 L5E1X - High Street, Wilburton 03/02/2019  03/03/2019  671.87 29.90 

1288013 Twenty Pence Rd, Wilburton 03/02/2019  03/03/2019  671.82 22.88 

          

                

 
     


